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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .substitutes; it would appear that no chemist has dared to enter this
domain. Moreover, this is not a matter for surprise; the substances in question consist of an assemblage of
bodies whose properties are badly known, which are about equally indi erent to all reagents, and which do not
represent homogeneous chemical combination, but complex mixtures, like rubber itself, of dissimilar
compounds. Having had to make numerous researches in this di icult path, I was led to study a series of
methods which appeared to remove, at least in part, the analytical di iculties referred to; and, although this
research may be far from throwing complete light on the obscure chemistry of rubber, I nevertheless hope that
it may be useful to those of my confreres who may be occupied with similar questions, and contribute to
augment and improve the literature pertaining to this industry, which hitherto only presents but rare and
meagre documents. Di iculties in obtaining a fair average sample.--The taking of samples for analysis is at the
outset the first di iculty. Manufactured rubber is not in reality a homogeneous substance, as its exterior aspect
might suggest; moreover, the methods of manufacture of which it is the product admirably explain its
heterogeneity. Generally the heated and plastic rubber is mixed with sulphur and other substances; the
moulded paste is treated with superheated steam. The masses of mineral bodies observed on cutting are the
natural consequence of this incomplete method of mixture. I analysed a large sheet of supple...
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