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perfectly level expanse, so ingeniously overgrown with pale
green vegetation as to furnish an exact representation of a
wide lake covered with floating duckweed, around which
numerous camels were busily browsing on the rank herbage.
During the greater part of the year, this plain presents one vast
and delightful sheet of water; but the fairy form of the-
lightfooted gazel was presently seen bounding over the
delusive surface, and although clothed throughout with the
most tantalising verdure, it yet proved perfectly dry. The
camels were milch females, VOL. I. s 258 DELUSIVE HOPES.
capable of subsisting for days, and even for weeks together,
without drinking, whilst their milk serves to quench the thirst of
their unwashed Bedouin attendants. Beedur, the chief of a
section of the Debeni, who resides in this spot during the rainy
season, had long since decamped with his clan to more
distant...
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