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parents, whereas the spectator knows that both assertions in
the mouth of the speaker have a dreadful falsity. The peculiar
nature of the plot in this play, which centres round actions
done in ignorance, made this verbal contrast at once more
easy and more telling. Something of a similar kind may be
found in other poets besides Sophocles. (3). With a more rapid
action, and greater number of actors, Sophocles was enabled
to pass far beyond Aeschylus in the delineation of character.
The old stately, perhaps at times stilted, characters pass away:
and in their place we find a number of personalities, ideal, as
all dramatic characters should be, but distinct and individual.
The characters of Sophocles admit of separate study, as
developments of a human soul under certain circumstances,
so arranged as to bring out the strong or weak points; in
Aeschylus, as we...
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