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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the PREFACE. THIS little book is a
popular anthology. All the poems in it have been modernized, for the book has to be a first introduction to the
riches of the twel h, thirteenth, fourteenth and early fi eenth centuries, for readers who know no Old nor
Middle English. The oldest poems have had to be translated. In doing this I have endeavoured to use chiefly such
words as were in our language at the date at which the poem was written, and to use them only in the sense in
which they were used in those days. Where a line is not an exact rendering of the original I have notified the
fact. Where reconstruction of a line could be avoided by retention of one or two old words I have retained them,
and put their meaning in a footnote. Where a final e was clearly meant to be sounded, I have kept it where the
metre of the modernized version needed it, though I have unfortunately been unable to make the use of this e
uniform; it is not uniform in the later originals. A sounded e I have written thus: é. My chief aim has been to keep
the spirit and character of these poems, whilst making it possible for modem readers to understand them.
Some of the lines in these poems do not scan, but I have generally thought it better to leave them as they were,
so long as they were intelligible, than to paraphrase them or to insert adverbs and adjectives solely for the sake
of the metre. I would remind readers that a plural of the verb in quot;th,quot;...
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