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Summary: The Essential Reading Life Simplify your teaching life. Why Reading Essentials? Be as knowledgeable
as you can be. Teach what's essential to the well-being of the child. View teaching as an art supported by
science. Bond with your students. How does bonding work? Work your magic with students. Bring in stories. Get
to know your students as readers. Share your reading life. Share your reading habits. Show your students how
you read. The Essential Reading Day Teach with a sense of urgency. Do more teaching. Rely on an optimal
learning model. Reduce isolated skills work. Maximize whole class teaching. Connect reading with writing. Take
a look at an integrated reading-writing lesson in grades 1-2. Raise your expectations. Organize an outstanding
classroom library. Classroom libraries improve reading achievement. Take a critical look at your classroom
library. Make classroom and school libraries attractive, comfortable, and accessible. Classroom libraries
contribute to easy management during guided reading. There is no substitute for quality books. Plan for and
monitor independent reading. Students need to do more reading. What do we mean by an independent reading
program? An independent reading program is essential. Depend on partner reading. Value independent
reading in kindergarten. Teach students how to select "just right" books. Make assessment instruction's working
partner. Make assessment work for you and your students. Regularly evaluate students on the texts they are
reading. Use standards and high stakes testing appropriately. Make ongoing accountability central to teaching
reading. Teaching Essentials Teach comprehension. Teach comprehension right from the start. Demonstrate
that proficient readers use many strategies. Use texts that are easy enough and meaningful enough to support
comprehension work. Keep fluency in perspective. Use standards and high stakes testing to improve
comprehension. Use...
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