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1 In view of the excellent treatises upon English literature that have multiplied of late years until they form by
themselves a veritable library, the only excuse that the present work can allege for being is that in it the great
subject is considered under a somewhat new light. To describe the process of mental development; to
determine the limits and character of literary ages; to get at the basal principle of each successive age and
trace its derivation from that which preceded it, - such has been the motive of the work. The lives of authors,
therefore, have not been a primary concern, yet it is hoped that the personal element in literary history has not
been unduly depressed and that the leading characteristics of men of commanding and formative genius have
been firmly grasped and forcibly presented. It is best to explain at the outset that in prosecuting his endeavor
the author has welcomed any light that contemporary history, literature or art seemed to a ord; he has
refused to regard any event in the progress of European civilization as not germane to the subject and has
selected many facts that may at first sight seem remote from it to illustrate his theme. The result may prove to
have a reflective value; for in laying European history under contribution in order to interpret English literature,
that literature in its turn may make the course of contemporary history more perspicuous. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work....
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