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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION The purpose of our investigation as
set forth in the Introduction was to make a historical approach
to a constructive social philosophy having as its central theme
adaptation in its four-fold aspect of passive material and
spiritual and active material and spiritual, -- this approach
beginning with Auguste Comte and Herbert Spencer, though in a
few cases including previous writers whose contributions
seemed essential to an appreciation of those coming later. The
method chosen was to review briefly the social theories of
writers in this field who have been most influential in the
development of the doctrine of adaptation, and in an order so
far as possible, both historical and logical. Comtes Positivism
was reviewed as a fitting prolegomenon to social philosophy
and it was shown how he had contributed to the problem and
formulated this principle of adaptation...
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